
The Challenge of
Living Together

n April 18th, three Christians – two
converts and a German missionary – were
brutally murdered in the eastern city of
Malatya, Turkey. They were in a small
Christian publishing office in Malatya when
they were killed. The murders may have
been fueled by statements made by some politicians and journalists concerning
the “threat” Christian missionary activity poses to the stability of the Turkish
nation, and its perceived insult to Islam.

Most Turks are very tolerant and caring people who have been shocked by these
murders. Most Turkish Muslims I meet are not negative to those of a different
ethnic background or of a different faith. What can we as Christians do for
Turkey? We can pray for the people of this country, be aware of what is
happening and express our concern. We can encourage those Turks who are
asking questions such as “How can these types of murders be happening in this
country?” and “What factors are causing an element of our youth to hate so
much?” In terms of human rights abuses, we can encourage the appropriate
legal processes and practice what we preach. We can work to be as objective as
possible and refrain from labeling and stereotyping.

Pray for those who mourn and pray also for those who are so filled with rage and
hatred. Pray for those who work for change within this land that is fighting for its
very soul.

Alison Stendahl serves through Global Ministries with the Near East Mission in
Istanbul, Turkey. She is the Academic Dean of Uskudar American Academy and
teaches math.

You make the difference . . .
The prayers and help you provide through your local congregations make

possible the work and witness of GLOBAL MINISTRIES, which is supported 
by Disciples Mission Fund of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and 

Our Church’s Wider Mission (OCWM) of the United Church of Christ.

A story from your Global Ministries SEPTEMBER
2007
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“I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.”
M A T T T H E W  5 : 4 4

O

The Challenge of
Living Together

n April 18th, three Christians – two
converts and a German missionary – were
brutally murdered in the eastern city of
Malatya, Turkey. They were in a small
Christian publishing office in Malatya when
they were killed. The murders may have
been fueled by statements made by some politicians and journalists concerning
the “threat” Christian missionary activity poses to the stability of the Turkish
nation, and its perceived insult to Islam.

Most Turks are very tolerant and caring people who have been shocked by these
murders. Most Turkish Muslims I meet are not negative to those of a different
ethnic background or of a different faith. What can we as Christians do for
Turkey? We can pray for the people of this country, be aware of what is
happening and express our concern. We can encourage those Turks who are
asking questions such as “How can these types of murders be happening in this
country?” and “What factors are causing an element of our youth to hate so
much?” In terms of human rights abuses, we can encourage the appropriate
legal processes and practice what we preach. We can work to be as objective as
possible and refrain from labeling and stereotyping.

Pray for those who mourn and pray also for those who are so filled with rage and
hatred. Pray for those who work for change within this land that is fighting for its
very soul.

Alison Stendahl serves through Global Ministries with the Near East Mission in
Istanbul, Turkey. She is the Academic Dean of Uskudar American Academy and
teaches math.

You make the difference . . .
The prayers and help you provide through your local congregations make

possible the work and witness of GLOBAL MINISTRIES, which is supported 
by Disciples Mission Fund of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and 

Our Church’s Wider Mission (OCWM) of the United Church of Christ.

A story from your Global Ministries SEPTEMBER
2007

GLOBAL MINISTRIES
W W W . G L O B A L M I N I S T R I E S . O R G

“I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.”
M A T T T H E W  5 : 4 4

O



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


