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17-18 January 2009, 1700 hours

“Where you have a direct hit on an UNRWA school where about 1,600 people had taken refuge, where the Israeli 
army knows the coordinates and knows who’s there, where this comes as the latest in a catalogue of direct and 
indirect attacks on UNRWA facilities, there have to be investigations to establish whether war crimes have been
committed.” 

- Christopher Gunness, UNRWA spokesperson

Following a meeting of the Israeli security cabinet on 17 January, Prime Minister Olmert announced a

part, Hamas initially declared it would continue hostilities until Israel withdrew its forces, opened the

PROTECTION OF CIVILIANS

The Israeli army remains in the north, east and Rafah border areas although there are reports that ground

resulted in a number of Palestinian casualties. 

Israeli shell struck the Abu al-Aish family home in Jabalia killing three daughters and a niece. 

UN FACILITIES 

On 17 January, a number of white phosphorous shells struck the yard of an UNRWA school in Beit Lahia, 
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SHELTER

HEALTH

WATER AND SANITATION

Discharge pumps at the treatment plant are out of order due to the lack of fuel; the plant cannot discharge 

A sewage pump that carries sewage from Beit Hanoun to the Beit Lahia Wastewater Treatment Plant is still 
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FOOD

the lack of banknotes. In addition, the price of food items has increased considerably since the beginning of 

addition to its regular distribution, WFP distributed 2.7 Mt of bread in Beit Lahia and 1.8 Mt in Beit Hanoun 
on 16 January. UNRWA distributed food parcels to 874 families on 17 January. 

ELECTRICITY

CASH / LIQUIDITY 

Restrictions on the transfer of currency between the Palestinian banks in the West Bank and their 

has delayed the payment of salaries to UNRWA staff as well as payments for its cash assistance programme 

CROSSINGS

FUNDING
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PRIORITY NEEDS

Protection of civilians
the norms of International Humanitarian Law (IHL), in particular the principles of distinction and 
proportionality.

Access for ambulance and rescue teams

safe passage of ambulances and health workers are fundamental tenets of IHL, and should be facilitated at 
all times. 

Opening of crossings

to be done. 

Supply of fuel

destination must be facilitated. 

Cash/liquidity
urgently needed. A system must be established that ensures the regular and predictable monthly transfer 

humanitarian assistance, but also in order to pay the salaries of PA personnel. Without a functioning bank 


