
Days of waiting
Impending house demolitions in 
silwan’s al abbasiyya neighborhood
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Ibrahim Mresh 0507 829783 (Apartment owner, Arabic & Hebrew)
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two buildings in al abbasiyya
The Municipality of Jerusalem continued its discriminatory and aggres-
sive zoning and planning policies by issuing demolition orders for two 
large apartment buildings in Silwan’s Al Abbasiyya neighborhood on 
March 5th, 2009. The thirty-four families living in the two buildings were 
given just 10 days to evacuate their homes, before a demolition scheduled 
for any time after Sunday March 15, 2009.

The two buildings house over 250 people, including elderly and disabled 
persons and the Municipality has marked them as “illegal construction”, 
stating that only the first three floors of each (one is 6 the other 4 stories 
high) hold a valid license. Neither the landowner nor the Municipality in-
formed any of the inhabitants about the license limitations when the indi-
vidual housing units were purchased. None of the inhabitants were given 
prior warning nor offered alternative housing or financial compensation.

The two apartment buildings housing 34 families - 250 people - that received 
demolition orders on 5 March



It was only in 2004, when all apartments had been completely sold, that 
the families first learned about the buildings’ status. According to the 
families, none of them would have invested their savings, time and en-
ergy into buying and setting up their housing units if they had known they 
would be targeted for demolition.

The eviction of the families in Al Abbasiyya is yet anther case of uprooting 
entire communities in East Jerusalem. The Municipality has announced 
plans to demolish over 180 houses in Silwan, Ras Khamis, Beit Hanina, 
A-Tur and elsewhere just in the first three months of 2009. A few meters 
further down from the Al Abbasiyya buildings, the neighbourhood of El 
Bustan has also been slated for demolition threatening 88 houses and 
over 1,000 people with homelessness. The residents of Abbasiyya, like 
their neighbors in Silwan’s El Bustan neighborhood have declared their 
refusal to abandon their homes and lives. The thirty-four families are urg-
ing you to show your solidarity and to stop accepting the Municipality’s 
agenda of displacing Palestinians from East Jerusalem.

Most families moved into 
the buildings between 
2000-03 hoping to provide 
their children a safe envi-
ronment and better educa-
tion

The Alloush’s extended fam-
ily, 23 members in four units, 
decided with the rest of the 
residents to resists the evac-
uation order.



house demolitions in east jerusalem
The first act of the Occupation in 1967 was the eviction of 650 Palestin-
ians from the Mughrabi Quarter of Jerusalem’s Old City and the demoli-
tion of their 135 houses, making a plaza in front of the Western Wall out 
of a historic neighborhood. A policy of displacement and demolition has 
continued ever since. Houses in Occupied East Jerusalem have been de-
molished for: clearing land for Jewish historical sites, the construction 
of Jewish settlements as in 1973 in Beit Iksa, punitive reasons as in Jabal 
Mukkaber in January of 2009, and most commonly, for violations of zon-
ing and planning laws designed and enforced without Palestinian input 
or consideration for the community’s needs. The number of demolitions 
in East Jerusalem sicne 1967 is at least 1,295, with several hundred new 
demolition orders issued annually.

The Jerusalem Municipality, which exercises authority over Occupied 
East Jerusalem, enforces zoning and planning laws insufficient for the 
needs of the people of East Jerusalem. The space zoned for construction 
is far too small at just 12.9% of the 70,000 total dunams of East Jerusalem. 
And the process of obtaining a building permit, even in that small area, is 
wrought with obstacles insurmountable for most of the Palestinian com-
munity. Yet moving from East Jerusalem and attempting to build in the 
West Bank leaves the community vulnerable to the confiscation of their 
ID cards and banishment from the city entirely. Thus Palestinians build 
without permits, “illegally,” and face the prospect of having their homes 
demolished. These demolitions are strictly forbidden by the Geneva Con-
ventions which state an Occupying Power is prohibited from destroying 
property “except where such destruction is rendered absolutely necessary 
by military operations.” These “administrative” demolitions are just part 
of the 24,138 Palestinian houses demolished by Israel since 1967.



The family of Imad Juyhan was the first family to purchase a unit, in 2000. Imad 
invested the family’s entire assets into the flat to allow him and his wife, nine 
children and parents to live a more comfortable life.

The buildings’ 250 people have their entire social, educational  & community 
relationships centered around the buildings, their homes.



Year Demolitions
2000 18
2001 41
2002 43
2003 99
2004 152
2005 94
2006 83
2007 78
2008 87
2009* 17
Total 712

E. Jerusalem Demolitions

*Total as of 17 March, 2009

The psychological effects on chil-
dren caused by both the fear of and 
actual demolition and displacement 
carry long-term consequences.

The remains of Mahmoud Abbasi’s house in Silwan’s Ein al Joz neighborhood, 
demolished 2 March, 2009. He, his wife and six children were left homeless.



“ Viva the 8th of March, the symbol of strength and determination!” One of 
the children protests the demolitions on International Women’s Day.


