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After the massacre of the Church of Our Lady of Salvation 

To clarify any inaccurate interpretation of my position concerning the massacre which 

happened at Our Lady of Salvation church in my beloved country, Iraq, I issue the following 

statement: 

 

In view of the recent rise of violence targeting the Iraqi people in general, and especially  its 

Christian minority, we can no longer ignore the fact that the threats issued by al-Qaeda are 

both systematically prejudice and unacceptable. It is painful to see the blood of the innocent 

shed not only in the church of Our Lady of Salvation, but also in the streets of Baghdad, 

Mosel, and other towns. Extremists and militant Islamist groups have also targeted our 

Muslim sisters and brothers and their places of worship. This proves that Terrorism has no 

religion, and beckons us to stand united in our beloved homeland in order to preserve lives, 

sanctuaries, and the practice of our common citizenship. 

 

As one of the spiritual leaders in the Syriac Orthodox Church, it is my duty to urge those of 

good conscience in this troubled world, and especially our Muslim sisters and brothers in Iraq, 

with whom we share the same land and the belief in the One God and the last day, to stand 

together with their Christian co-citizens in the face of gross injustice. 

 

Recalling the words of our Patriarch His Holiness Moran Mor Ignatius Zakka I Iwas, we reject 

any opinion or attempt that encourages the members of the Church to immigrate from Iraq, 

and we stand firm against emptying Iraq of its Christian population. Our forefathers inhabited 

this land together for centuries, and as a Church we believe that all Iraqis should continue to 

live together today and for the generations to come.  

 

I am therefore calling upon the Iraqi government to take its full responsibility in protecting all 

Iraqi citizens, especially the minority groups, including Christians, and calling on the 

international community to support our beloved country in this troubled time.  

 

We pray to God Almighty to grant peace and mercy to all Iraqi martyrs and especially the 

martyrs at Our Lady of Salvation church. We send our condolences and deepest sympathies to 

the families of the victims and to our sisterly Syriac Catholic Church, and wish the injured 

people a speedy recovery. 

 

 May God Almighty protect all Iraqis and strengthen the righteous to lift up Iraq to a position 

of tranquility and prosperity for a bright future.  
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 عقب ما تناولته الصحف والفضائيات العالمية أثناسيوس توما داؤدتصريح للمطران 
 

سدػبً ىيزفبعٍش اىخبطئخ ػِ ٍىقفً ثخصىؿ اىَجضسح اىزً حذصذ فً مٍْغخ عٍذح اىْجبح فً وطًْ اىؼشاق 

 :أصذس اىجٍبُ اىزبىً,  اىؼضٌض

 

اىزً طبىذ اىؼشاقٍٍِ ػبٍخً وؽؼجْب ئُ أحذاس اىؼشاق اىَإىَخ ٍغ اصدٌبد اىؼْف فً اَوّخ الأخٍشح و

جبءد ّزٍجخ رهذٌذاد اىقبػذح اىزً رجٍَِّ ثأّه ىٍظ هْبك حزى اَُ ٍِ ٌشدػهب ػِ , اىَغٍحً خبصخً 

وٍِ اىَإعف أُ دٍبء الأثشٌبء عبىذ ىٍظ فقظ فً مٍْغخ عٍذح . اقزشاف أثؾغ أّىاع اىقزو والإثبدح اىَْظَخ 

 . وغٍشهَب ٍِ ٍذُ اىؼشاق ثو فً ؽىاسع ثغذاد واىَىصو ,اىْجبح 

.  ئُ ٌذ اىؼْف قذ طبىذ أٌضبً أؽقبءّب فً اىىطِ اىَغيٍَِ ودٍشد اىؼذٌذ ٍِ ثٍىد اىصلاح وأٍبمِ اىؼجبدح

هزا ميه ٌإمذ أُ الإسهبة لا دٌِ ىه، وٌذػىّب ىيضجبد ٍؼبً فً وطْْب اىغبىً اىؼشاق، ّؼَو ٍؼبً ىحَبٌخ 

 .شمخالأوساح واىَقذعبد وػٍؼ ٍىاطٍْزْب اىَؾز

 

واججً مأحذ اىَغإوىٍِ اىشوحٍٍِ فً اىنٍْغخ اىغشٌبٍّخ الأسصىرمغٍخ حشَّ أصحبة اىضَبئش  ىزا أجذ ٍِ

واىزٌِ ّؼٍؼ , ولاعٍَب ئخىرْب اىَغيٍَِ اىزٌِ ٌإٍْىُ ثبلله وثبىٍىً الأخٍش, اىحٍَّخ فً هزا اىؼبىٌ اىَضطشة 

ىٍقفىا ٍغ اىَغٍحٍٍِ وجٍَغ , خٍخ ٍؾزشمخ وثٍْْب سواثظ ربسٌ, ٍؼهٌ ػيى أسض واحذح ورحذ عَبء واحذح 

 .الأقيٍبد  فً اىؼشاق ٌحبفظىُ ػيى اىْفىط واىَقذعبد واىََزينبد

 

ثطشٌشمْب اىَؼظٌ ٍبس اغْبطٍىط صمب الأوه ػٍىاؿ، اىحجش الأػظٌ وأود أُ أرمّش ثخطبة قذاعخ 

رمظ، ثأّْب ّإمذ سفضْب لأي سأي، أو ٍحشض، أو ثطشٌشك اّطبمٍخ وعبئش اىَؾشق ىيغشٌبُ الأسصى

ٍؾجغ ٌذفغ ثأثْبء اىنٍْغخ اىَقذعخ ىيهجشح ٍِ اىؼشاق، وّقف ثضجبد ضذ أي ٍخطظ ىزفشٌغ اىؼشاق ٍِ 

ومَب ػبػ آثبؤّب ٍؼبً ػيى أسض اىؼشاق اىحجٍت ، هنزا ٌْجغً أُ ٌؼٍؼ اىؼشاقٍىُ ٍؼبً اىٍىً .  ٍغٍحٍٍه

 . وثجٍَغ اىؼشاقٍٍِ الأخٍبس وهزا هى سجبؤّب ثبلله   .وغذاً 

   

وثْبءً ػيٍه فاًّْ أّبؽذ حنىٍخ اىؼشاق أُ رصحى ىزقىً ثَهبٍهب ورهزٌ ثَصيحخ اىؼشاقٍٍِ مبفخً ولاعٍَب  

وأّبؽذ .  اىزٌِ هٌ جضء هبً ٍِ ربسٌخ اىؼشاق اىغًْ واىَزْىع , ثَصيحخ الأقيٍبد وضَْهٌ اىَغٍحٍٍِ

 .  قذً اىذػٌ اىلاصً ىىطْْب اىحجٍتالأٌٍ اىَزذح واىَإعغبد اىذوىٍخ أُ ر

  

وٌأخز ثٍذ اىصبىحٍِ ىٍْهضىا . ّغأه الله رؼبىى أُ ٌصىُ اىؼشاقٍٍِ مبفخ ٍِ ؽشِّ الإسهبثٍٍِ وأػىاّهٌ 

 .ثبىؼشاق ٍِ مجىره ئىى ٍغزقجو صاهش وٍؾشق 

 

ٌ ٍينىد ىٍزفقذ الله ؽهذاء اىؼشاق ػبٍخ وؽهذاء مٍْغخ عٍذح اىْجبح خبصخً ثشحَزه اىىاعؼخ وٌغنْه

ويمنح الشفاء العاجل لجميع وٌغنت ّؼَخ اىصجش واىغيىاُ وثيغٌ اىؼضاء ػيى قيىة أهيهٌ ، , اىغَىاد

 . وىزنِ ٍؾٍئخ الله مَب فً اىغَبء مزىل ػيى الأسض . الجرحى 

  


