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After the massacre of the Church of Our Lady of Salvation
To clarify any inaccurate interpretation of my position concerning the massacre which
happened at Our Lady of Salvation church in my beloved country, Iraq, I issue the following
statement:

In view of the recent rise of violence targeting the Iragi people in general, and especially its
Christian minority, we can no longer ignore the fact that the threats issued by al-Qaeda are
both systematically prejudice and unacceptable. It is painful to see the blood of the innocent
shed not only in the church of Our Lady of Salvation, but also in the streets of Baghdad,
Mosel, and other towns. Extremists and militant Islamist groups have also targeted our
Muslim sisters and brothers and their places of worship. This proves that Terrorism has no
religion, and beckons us to stand united in our beloved homeland in order to preserve lives,
sanctuaries, and the practice of our common citizenship.

As one of the spiritual leaders in the Syriac Orthodox Church, it is my duty to urge those of
good conscience in this troubled world, and especially our Muslim sisters and brothers in Iraq,
with whom we share the same land and the belief in the One God and the last day, to stand
together with their Christian co-citizens in the face of gross injustice.

Recalling the words of our Patriarch His Holiness Moran Mor Ignatius Zakka | lwas, we reject
any opinion or attempt that encourages the members of the Church to immigrate from Iraq,
and we stand firm against emptying Iraq of its Christian population. Our forefathers inhabited
this land together for centuries, and as a Church we believe that all Iraqgis should continue to
live together today and for the generations to come.

| am therefore calling upon the Iragi government to take its full responsibility in protecting all
Iraqi citizens, especially the minority groups, including Christians, and calling on the
international community to support our beloved country in this troubled time.

We pray to God Almighty to grant peace and mercy to all Iragi martyrs and especially the
martyrs at Our Lady of Salvation church. We send our condolences and deepest sympathies to
the families of the victims and to our sisterly Syriac Catholic Church, and wish the injured
people a speedy recovery.

May God Almighty protect all Iragis and strengthen the righteous to lift up Iraq to a position
of tranquility and prosperity for a bright future.

7-11 Armstrong Road, London W3 7JL. UK Tel/Fax: 020 8749 5834
Registered Charity No: 1107634



SYRIAN ORTHODOX PATRIARCHATE ¢,  wq “'s"“&' adana Whaawia
OF ANTIOCH & ALL THE EAST adiarma  udn Whaim

Patriarchal Vicariate of the United Kingdom

2010\11\11

Lpallal) cilpiliadl) g Chaual) 4l glii La ciie 3910 Lagi (u gpaiil o)) laall e s

Gl iy el B A€ b a1 ) Sl (i gy 00 (0 ALIAY il e
U ) aal |

L\.\MJ dale Cnd) el s ‘_,,_J\} a).\a‘)’\ 44}‘2[\ x aial) 2l ) & Al 5all d‘)’d\ Glaal %),
\.@.cd_)g e UY\ ‘51; Sllia u.u.d 4_1\_1 u.m GJ\ sac\all u\d.mg_m 4;.\.\4 a_ac.\a 4..4\; ‘_é.u.ml\
a@@gﬁ&hﬂwg;ﬂm;gﬁ‘i\ cudu\m}d\ ey . Adaidl bJLIY\}LJ.\SM&\}J\ cm\ub.ﬁ\
d\)ﬂ\uhwmﬁ}&a}d\}d\mtj\yédd sl

Balual) usu\y)ms\ s (e all O jed g pralisal Ohsl) 8 Uelad] Lyl cllda 38 Caiall oy
M\A;]budau (Gl ‘_A;d\ L\Jaj‘_g\a.ea_a\_uﬂ Loy el Y Gy u\ Koy 4l 12a
_AS)M\Luyk\ywc}ubM\}CU)\ﬂ\

ihanall sl Cm 20083 6 31 Ay judl A€ 8 G 1) 0l s pmsl 808 g g 2l 1
i Gl s sl i ) siay Gl Cppalenal) Ui 53] Las 5| o slaadl 138 b )
e s Cpspaall e | gl | A8 Jide A i da 5 Uik g, a5 slews g Baaly (Sl agaa

Sl 5 clusiall 5 il e ) shailay (31 el 8 LY

ol s JVI S Guglalie] e alaall US 5l alieY jal) duld ey S (o a5
j‘u‘.)uj‘Gi,d‘yuﬁs)smt‘&ss,sjy\uu)m@m\)suﬂ_swdfp
wd\fi\@ﬁxmd\Mumumj‘d\fj\waﬁgsmm\w\;m@m
asall e (g8l el Gy o iy 13K ¢ Canal) 3l i e L Bl ile WSy Ansss
DRV Gl al) ey g AL Uglay o8 18y e g

Lapus¥ 5 A0S ) jall Galinny a3l 5 Lgalgas o sl smad é\ﬂ\aﬂs;mi b 4o Sl
ﬁ\j} . j.u.d\} L;ud\ Gl 2 J\.a % e\.&» s> A Cpl) ,W\ pgiana g &_1\_\}5‘)’\ daliaa
) Ll gl U el s o 4 ﬁn syl  353a]) !

gl aallall an 3aly | agilsels cula Y 58 (e QS ) jall ¢ gy () (Mad A Jlas
LGy Ay Jitiee ) 435S (e )l

O Sle agiSan s daud ol dlen jn Lald ladll Same LS clagdiy dale Blall clagd Al ska
el Jalall plAEY piarg ¢ aglal ol o ol jall andis o)) sldl s juall dans (Say 5 ) gand)
CoaY) Gl Gl clad) 3 LS il Rinia (Sl |

7-11 Armstrong Road, London W3 7JL. UK Tel/Fax: 020 8749 5834
Registered Charity No: 1107634



