[image: image1.jpg]


INTERFAITH COOPERATION FORUM
c/o Asia and Pacific Alliance of YMCAs, 23 Waterloo Road, 6/F Kowloon, Hong Kong SAR, China
Tel:  (842) 9772 5126                                                Fax No:  (852) 2385 4692

e-mail:  Forumicf@yahoo.com                  Website:www.daga.n3.net/icp
ICF Statement

ICF-002-2010
September 10, 2010

United States
An Unfaithful Pastor
The Pastor Terry Jones of the Dove World Outreach Center in Gainesville, Florida, has at least momentarily stepped back from the abyss of holding International Burn a Qur’an Day on September 11 and the anger and violence that it would engender in Muslims towards Americans specifically and Christians throughout the world in general. It can only be hoped that his decision will remain to cancel the event and not merely suspend it.
This episode illustrates the danger of what can occur when one’s actions are rooted in ignorance and when one fails to follow the teachings of one’s own faith. By his own admission, Pastor Jones knows little about Islam; for when asked by the New York Times about his knowledge of the Qur’an, he said, “I have no experience with it whatsoever. I only know what the Bible says.”
Perhaps Pastor Jones has also missed the message of the Bible as well, especially its message of unconditional love toward all, even one’s enemies (Matt: 5:44). Since Pastor Jones views Islam as the enemy of Christianity, maybe it would be wise for him to reread the Bible before lighting a match.
Moreover, it would also be wise for Pastor Jones to reflect on what would be his reaction if Muslims in Pakistan or Indonesia or the Middle East or elsewhere in the world burned Bibles? How would he feel? Would he feel indignant? Whatever thoughts and emotions he would have if Muslims, even members of a small mosque with 50 members or less like his church, organized an International Burn a Bible Day would most likely mirror the present feelings of Muslims towards his planned bonfire of Islam’s holy book.
The outcome of Pastor Jones’s actions is to foster hatred—the antithesis of the love proclaimed by Christianity, Islam and the world’s other major faiths, such as Buddhism and Hinduism. If, indeed, Pastor Jones wishes to be true to his faith, he could do so by showing respect for others and their faith by, among other actions, not burning their holy books.

The motivation for burning hundreds of copies of the Qur’an, claims Pastor Jones, is to combat terrorism. He has been quoted as saying that “it is possibly time for us in a new way to actually stand up and confront terrorism.” His “new way” though will only breed more terrorists, not less. 
