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LETTER OF THE NATIONAL PASTORAL COUNCIL UEPV

The Evangelical Pentecostal Union of Venezuela, UEPV, an ecclesial organization with more than 50 years legally established in the country, gathered in the Assembly of the National Pastoral Council (COPAN), during the days of August 26-29, 2010, at the Bender Community Center, located at La Piedad, Palavecino Municipality, Lara State, under the theme: “Come Holy Spirit, Renew the Whole Creation, declares:
1. We are a national church, evangelical and ecumenical, that, faithful to its origin and history, maintain a commitment with the people of Venezuela and continues giving witness in the historical moment of transformation that our motherland lives, as a prophetic voice in Venezuela and in Latin America, as determined by our founders.

2. After the reflection around the theme of our Assembly, with the support of the contributions of our special guests, Dr. Carlos Lanz Rodríguez, National Coordinator of the Program “All the Hands to the Seeding”, and Dr. Carmelo Álvarez, bishop and theological advisor of the UEPV, we express our concern for the gravity of the different problems originated by the economic model of exploitation which continues damaging the creation. That’s why we commit ourselves to the proposals approved by the plenary of the Assembly of the National Pastoral Council of UEPV, in order to renew our love for the earth and the defense of creation. In that sense, our concrete commitments are oriented towards:
· Continue deepening in the responsibility we have with the whole of creation, from a committed rereading of the Bible, liberation theology and a contextualized evangelical pastoral theology, with the support of our theological institution, The Venezuelan Center for Theological Studies   (CEVET), and the pastoral educational ministries of the UEPV in each region.
· Support the consolidation of the Agro-Ecological School which operates in the Bender Community Center, La Piedad, Lara State, building-up conditions so that our local churches and communities can establish agro-ecological Christian brigades.  
· Develop in the Circles of Pastoral Development by Zones (NUDEPAZ) of UEPV, integral projects related to the defense and preservation of the environment such as productive courtyards. 

We conclude making public our commitment,   under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit and with the illumination of the Word of God that in 2 Peter 3:13 exhorts us to think and act correctly, so we can enjoy, “Relying on his promise we look forward to new heavens and a new earth, in which justice will be established”. New heaven and earth, clean from any pollution,   impregnated with signs of peace, not with absurd wars, new heaven and earth, in which peace and justice kiss and embrace, new heaven and earth where God’s love toward all living forms of life prevails over all things.    
In the firm conviction of our hope, we reaffirm our commitment to continue contributing, from our local congregations towards this transformation going on in our motherland, supporting the different social missions that benefit the people of Venezuela. And we declare ourselves in constant prayer to reprehend in God’s name any warfare policy unraveled in the world today, becoming the worst aggression against creation. 
From our Assembly, blessings to all of you the inhabitants of Abyayala and our land, Venezuela. 
Domingo 29 de agosto de 2010.
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